SA LV A TION 


"oo. oft the Iſſue of Go-: 
ſ ſpel-Invitations, SY 


'By Ricu. Barr —Y Te 
of the Charchof Chriſt ac Ked, 


bo 


+Heb. 2: 34. How foal wreſeaeyif py 
Wyre ſalvation ? 


LONDON, 
y. ©, oe, far 
Kedermi 


L 


a pc 
; s 


Z 
; 
4 
i 
1 
| 
; 


To the Reader; 


Reader, 

Y PEIng . called on in 
"dS London to Preach , 

w }= when I had no time - 
WT to ſtudy, 1 was fainto 

preach ſome Sermons that Thad 


preached in the Country a lit- |}; 


-n before. - This was one, 2 


Church - where my - Reverend: |} 
and faithful Brother iri Chrift, Þ} 
Mr. Richard Fines is Paſtor : whites Þ 


I preached at S: Laurence, inthe 


I came home, I was followgd 2b | = & 


fuch importunitics by 


| 0 the Reader. - 
to Print the Sermon, that I have 
yielded thereunto ; though I 
know not fully the ground of 
their defires. Seeing it muſt 
abroad, will the Lord but bleſs 
it to the cure of thy contempt of 
Chriſt and Grace ,- how com- 


| fortable may the occaſion prove || 
rothee and me! It is the {leight- 


| ing; of Chriſt and Salwjjſgion , 
|  thatundoesthe world. Oh hap- 
py man if thou ſcape bur. this 
1n !!., Thouſands do ſplit their 
ſouls on this Rock which they 
ſhould build them on. Look 
into.theworld, among rich and 
poor, high and low, young and 
. old, and fee whether it appear 
not by the whole ſcope . their 
Con- 


To the Reader. 
Converſations , that © they ſet 
more by ſomething elſe then 
Chriſt * and tor all the procla- 
mations of his Grace in the Go- 
ſpel, and our common profeſ- 
ing our ſelyes to be his Diſciples, 
and to * Believe the Glorious 
things that he hath promiſed ns 
in another world, whether it 
yet appear not by the deceirful- 
neſs of our ſervice, by our heart- 
leſs endeavours to obtain his 
Kingdom, and by our bufie and 
delightful following - of the 
world, that the moſt who. are 
called Chriſtians , do yet in their 
hearts make light of . Chriſt 2 
And if ſo, what wonder if they 
periſh by their contempt! Will 
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To the Reader. 


thou but ſoberly peruſe this ſhort 
Diſcourſe, and confider well as 
thou readeſt , of its truth and 
weight, till thy heart be ſenſible 
what a fin it. is to make light of 
Chriſt and thy own ſalvation,and 
till the Lord that bought thee be 
advanced in gþe cſtimation. and 
_ affections of thy ſoul, thou ſhalf 
hereby rejoyce, and fulfill the 
fires of 


py 


into thi 
ſins, an 
Son for 
meant & 
Son 'of ( 
rature ( 
being th 
themſely, 
The Cor 
ſinners, \ 


to be the 


Thy ſeryant in the faith, 


4 


Rich. Baxter. 


d HE bleſſed ſon of 

gy God, that thought it 

JF not cnouph to die for 

| the world , but: would 

ſelf alſo be "the 

6 cher of Grace 

s and Salvation , doth 

| comprize' in this | Pa. 

rable the ſumme of his Goſpel. . By the 
King that is, here ſaid to make the m x 
is meant. God the Father that ſent his Son 
into the world to cleanſe them from their 
fins, and eſpouſe them to himſelf, ' his 
Son for whom the Marriage is -made, -is 
meant the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the eternal 


Son 'of God, who took to his God-headthe wg Uh 
nature of aan, that he might he capableof ''-Þ þ 


being their Redeemer when they-:had loſt 
themſelves in fin... By the Marria age is meant 
The ConjunRion of Chriſt to the; foul of 
finners, when he giveth up himſelf to' thee 
to be their Saviour, "_ they give yp theins 

4 | 
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ſelves to him as his Redeemed ones. to be 


Javed and ruled by him; the perfe&ion of 
which Marriage will be at the day of Judge- 
ment , when the ConjunRion between the 
whole Church and Chriſt ſhall be ſolemni. 
zed. The word here tranſlated arriage, 
rather fignifietltk che Afarriage-Feaſft:; and 
the meaning is, that the world is invited by 

.the Goſpel to come in and partake of Chriſ 

: and. Salvation , which comprehendeth both 
' Pardon, Juſtification and Right to Salva- 

tion, and all other Pgiviledges of the” Mem. 

bers of Chriſt. In, OD is Gods offer 

_ »of Chriſt and Salvation in the Goſpel'; the 
' ;fervants that Invite them, . are the Preachers 

of the Goſpel, who are fent forth by God 

*to that end ; the preparation for the ' Feaſt 

there mentioned, is, Fhe Sacrifice of. Feſus 

:Chriſt, and the enacting of a Law of Grace, 

and opening a way for revolting ſinners. to 

-xetnenito God. There is a mention of ſending 

:lecond Meſſengers, becauſe God ufeth not 

{ro+take the firſt denyal, but to exerciſe his 


-Patience till ſinners are 'Obſtinate. The firltY | 


1perſons invited are 'the Jews ; upon their 
*Obſtinate Refuſal they are ſentenced to pu- 
;nifhment ; and che Gentiles are invited, and 
?@ot:only-:1nviced, but by powerful Preaching, 


Pr 
w, © 


8nd: Miracles; and: Effectyal' Grace cn_ 
3 Gil 017, WS ey. 


. ....* (xn) | 
| fed, that is, infallibly prevailed with to come 
in. The number ofchem is ſo great, that the 
houſe is filled with the Gueſts, Many come 
the ſincerely , not only looking ar the pleaſure 
ani- | of the Feaſt, that is, at the Pardon of fin, 
age, ſh and Deliverance from the wrath of God, 
and bur alſo at the honour of the Marriage, that 
| by is of the Redeemer, and their profeffion by 
brit giving up themſelves to an holy Converfatt- 
zethl on ; Bur ſome come in only for the Feaſt, 
lva-E that is Juſtification by Chriſt, having not 
lem-E| the wedding Garment of ſound Reſolution 
offer | for Obedience in their life, and looking only 
the] at themſelves in Believing, ' and nor to the 
hers glory of their Redeemer; and theſe are ſen- 
Gol] tenced to everlaſting miſery, and ſpeed as ifl 
Fea as thoſe that came not in at all; ſeeing a 
Jeſus Faith that will not work, is bur likethat of 
race, the Devil ; and they that look to be pardoned 
rs. to} and ſaved by it, are miſtaken, as Zames ſhew- 
1dingh eth, 2.24. 
1 not The words of my Text contain a Narrati- 
e bi} on of the ill entertainment that the Goſpel 
findeth with many to whom it is ſent, even 
after a firſt and fecond invitation, They 
make light of it}, and are taken up with 
other things. Though it be the Jews that 
were firſt guilty,they bave too many followers 
among us Gentiles to this day. 
| | Doc. 
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" Do#: For all the wonderful love and 
mercy that God bath manifeſted in giving his 
Son to be the Redeemer of the world, and which 

the Son hath manifeſted in Redeeming them 

by bis Blood; for all his full preparation bybe- 
ing 4 ſufficient ſacrifice for the ſons of all; for 
at his Perſonal excellencies, and that full and 
glorious Salvation that he hath procured, and 
for all hs free offers of theſe, and frequent and 
carneſt Invitation of finners : 
make light of ail this, and prefer their worldly 
enjoyments before it. The ordindry emtertain- 


ment of all is by contempr. 


; Not thatalldo ſo, or that all continue to do 
ſo who were once guilty of it : for God hath 
' his choſen whom he will compell co' come in, 
-Bfr: cill tlie Spirir of grace overpower the dead 
and obſtinate hearts of men, they hear the 
Goſpel as acommon ſtory, and the great mat- 
ters contained in ir go not to the heart. 
The Mechod in which { ſhall handle this Do- 


| Arine, is this. 


7, Hhallſhew you whac ic is that men make 


light of. 


_-2, What this fin of making li 


3. The cauſe of the ſin. 
4. Theuſe of che DoErine, 


yet many do 


ht of it is, 


THE 
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l, "= HE thing that carnal hearers make 
= light of, is, 1. The Docrine of the 
Goſpel ir felf, which they hear regardleſfoly. 
2.The benefits offered them therein: which are, 
I. Chriſt himſelf, 2. The benefits which be 
giveth, | 
. Concerning Chriſt himſelf, the Goſpel 
I. Declareth his perſon and nature, and the 
breac things that he hath done and ſuffered 
for man : his Redeeming him} from the 
wrath of God by his blood, and pr 
a grant of ſalvation with. himſelf. Furthber- ' 
more, The ſame Goſpel maketh an offer of 
Chriſt to Gnsers, thar if they will accept him 
on his enſte and reaſonable terms, he willbe 
their Saviour, the Phyſian of their ſouls, their 
busband and their head. : 
2. The benefits that he offereth them, are 
theſe. 3. -That with theſe Blefſed Relati- 


ons to him, himſelf and incereft in him, they 


ſhall tave the pardon of all therr fins paſt, 
and be ſaved from Gods wrath, and be fer 
in a ſure way of obc1ining a pardon for all 
the fins that they ſhall commit hereafter, fo 
they do but obey ſincerely, anq turn not 
again to the rebellion of their utregene- 
xacy. 2. They ſhall have the Spiric to be- 
come 


186) 
come their - Guide and SanCifyer, and to 
dwell in cheir ſouls, and help them againſ 
| their.enemies, and conform them more and 
more to his Image, and. heal their diſeaſes, 
and bring them back to God. 3, They ſhall 
have: right to everlaſting glory when this 
; life is ended, and ſhall be raiſed up thereto 
at the laſt, Beſides many excellent privi- 
. ledges in the way, in Means, preſervation, 
- andProvifion, and the foretaſte of what th 
"ſhall enjoy hereafter : all theſe Benefits the 
Goſpel offereth to them that will have 
Chriſt on his reaſonable terms. The fumm 
* ofallisin 1 oh» 5. IT, 12. This 5s the Re- 
cord, that God hath given 4s eternal life, and 
this life is in his Sen: He that hath the Son 
bath life, and he that bath not the Son hath not 
life. | | 


TI. - A} JT Hat this fon of the making light o 

vV the Goſpel 4s? 1. To go 
light of the Goſpel, is, to take no great heed 
to what is ſpoken, as if it were not a certain 
Truth , or elſe were a matter that little 
concerned them, or as if God had not writ- 
-ren'theſe things for chem. 2. When the Go- 
fpel doth not affe# men, or go to their 
hearts; but though they ſeem to a_—_— 
IS wiac 


, 


- 
-* 


what is ſaid; yet men are not awakened by it 
from their-ſeeurity, nor doth it work in any 
meaſure ſuch holy paſſion, in their ſouls, as 
matters of ſuch everlaſting Conſequence 
ad | ſhould do ; this is making light of che 
-> || Goſpel of Salvation. When we tell men 
aj | what Chrift hath done and ſuffered for their 
is | ſouls, and-ic ſcarce moveth them : We tell 
to | them of keen and cutting truths, but nothing 
vi- | will pierce them, We can make them hear, 
but we cannot. make them feel ; Our words 
ey || take-up in the porch of their ears and fan- 
he || cies, bue wilt not enter into the inward parts ; 
ve || as if weſpake to men that had no hearts or 
am || feeling ; this is a making light of . Chriſt 
Re. || ahd Salvation, Aﬀs 28. 26, 37. heating ye 
14 || ſhall hear, and ſhall not underſtand : ſeeing 
JJ ſe (hall fee and ſhall not perceive. | For the 

eart of this people is waxen grols, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, their eyes are cloſed, 
EC. 

3. When men have no high eſtimation of 
tof || Chriſt and falvation, but whatſoever they 
ake my ſay with your tongues, or dreamingly 

and ſpeculatively Believe, yet in their ſeti- 
ain (ous - and practical thoughts , - they have a 
ctle [|.bigher eſtimation of the matters of this 
rit- | world, then they have of Chriſt and the 
3o- || falvation that he hath purchaſed ; this is a 
1eir | * making 
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Th _ + have Chriſt on terms of their own : They 
2. will not part with cheir worldly contents, 


8 
5 


$ + . and honour at his feet, as being content to 


© Chriſt; this is a making light of him and 


making light of him. When meri account Be! 
whe DoGeine of Chriſt 'to be buc a matterof ter 
words and names, as Gallo, As 18. 4. or 
as Feſtis, Ats 25.19. a ſuperſtitious mat- 
ter about one Jeſus who was dead, and Pal 
faith is alive. Or ask the Preachers of the 
Goſpel as the Athenians, As 17. 18. wha 
will this  bubler ſay ? This is contempt of 
Chriſt. 
4. When men are informed of the truths 

of che Goſpel, and on what terms Chriſt 
and his benefits may be had, and how it is 
the will of God that chey ſhould Believe and 
Accept the offer , and that he commundeth 
them to. do itupon pain of damnation , and 

men w:// not conſent, unleſs they could 


nor hy down their pleaſures and profits, 


take fo much of them only as he will give 
them back, and as is conſiſtent with his will 8" 
andintereſt, but chink it is a bard faying, thai ſear 

muſt forſake 'all in Reſotution for 


their ſalvation. When men might have part 
ia him and all his Benefics if they ould, £9 Eltr: 
and they 3/7 nor, unleſs they may keep the ſ|Vatters 
world too z and are reſolved to pleaſe Fr know 4 


he 


heir wy og wha we fe, as if we ſpoke in 


I99 
leſh, whatever comes of it; this is abighe dts | 
npt of Chriſt and everlaſting life. Aat.13, 

21,22. Luke 18.23. you may find examples 
efuch As T here deſcribe. 

"rin men will promiſe fair, and profeſs 

$2: willi neſs to have Chriſt on his terms, 
and to forſake all for him ; but yer' do ftickto 
the world and their ſinful courſes ; and when 
comes to praftice, will not be removed by all 
that Chriſt hath done and ſaid : this is making 
lghit 'of Chriſt and ſalvation, 7er.42.5-compa- 
_ with 4.3.2. 


Sr. ——_—————— 


[II. HE cauſes of thjs fin are the next - ; 


chingto be engaged after. It nfs 
ſeem a Ph that ever men that have theu 


of their reaſon, ſhould beſo fottiſh as-to make 


light of matters of ſuch conſequence, Butthe 
cauſe is ; 


x. Some men underſtand not the very 


ſenſe of the words of the Goſpel, when -Þ 


hear it, and how can they be taken 7 
that which they undexſtand not? Thoughwe 


fk them in plain: Engliſh, and to 


it as plain as we can Ve 
themſelves "On pe the 


matters of their own happineſs, that they 


another 


her lan _ ie f thi FO TEYSEL ah 
aoot nguage, and as if they were under 
- thar Judgement, 7/a.28.1 1. with ſtammering 

lips, and witlranother rongue will he ſpeak to 
' this people. wy | | 
' © 2+ - Some that do underſtand the words 
| that we ſpeak, yet becauſe they are carnal, 
underſtand not the watter : for the natural 
man receiveth not the things . of the Spirit 
of God, neither 'can he know them, becauſe 
_ they are ſpiritually diſcerned, -1 {o. 2. i4. 
+ - They areearthly, and theſethings are heaven. 
fy, Fohn 3.12. The things of ' the Spirit 


'*> , arenot well known by bare hearſay, but by 


. a ſpiritual caſte, which none have but thoſe 

- that aretaught by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cox.2, 

: _ T2. that we off. know the things that are 

grawerosd. 5 

. 3. A carnal mind, apprehendeth ' not a' 
ſutableneſs in theſe ſpiritual and heavenly 
things to his mind, and therefore he ſets 
light by them, and hath' no mind .of them. 
When you tell him of evertaſting glory, he 
heareth you-as if you' were perſwading him 
to go play with the Sun : they are. matters 
of another world, and out: of his element; 
and therefore he :hath no more delight in 
them then a Fiſh would have'to be in the 
faireſt Meadow, or then''a fwine hath*in 2 
Jewel, or a-Dog in a piece' of Gold ; They 
Leek - may 
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hend 
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may be good to others, but he cannot appre- 


hend them as ſuitable to him, becauſe he hath 


a nature that is otherwiſe inclined: he ſavour- 


eh not the things of the Spirit, Row.8.5. 


4. The main cauſe of the lighting of 
Chriſt and ſalvation, is, a ſecret root of ax 
beef in mens hearts. Whatſoever they 
may pretend, they do not ſoundly and 
throughly believe the Word of God : they 
are taught in general to ſay, the Goſpel 5s 
trace; but they never ſaw be Evidence of - 
its truth ſo far as throughly to perſwade 
them of it; nor have chey got their ſouls 
ſetled on che Infallibility of Gods Teſti- 
mony, nor conſidered of the truth of the 
particular Doctrines revealed in the Scri- 


pture, ſo far as ſoundly to believe them, Oh 


did you all but /ox»dly Believe the words of 
this Goſpel, of the evil of ſin, ofthe need 


of Chriſt, and what he hath done for you, 


and what you muſt be and do if ever you 


will be ſaved by bim ; and what will become 


of you for ever, if you do it not ; I dare ſay, 
it would cure the contempt of Chriſt and 
you would not make fo light of the matters 
of your ſalvation, But men do not believe 
while they fay they do, and would faceus 
down that they do, and verily think that 
they do themſelves. There is a root of bir- 

| 0p: © terneſs, 
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ternefs, and an evil beart of unbelief, that 
makes them depart from the living God, 
Heb.2.12. and 4.1,2,6. Tell any man in 
this Congregation, that he ſhall have a gift 
of 10000. li. if he will but go to Loxden 
for it , if he believe you, he willgo'; butif 
he believe not, he will not ; and if he will not 
go, you may be ſure he believeth not, ſup- 
poſing that he is able. I know a ſlight be- 
lief may ſtand with a wicked life : Snch as 
men have of the ruth of a prognoſtication, 
it may be true and it may be falſe, buta 
trac and ſound belief is not/confiſtent with 
ſo great neglect of the things that are Be- 
lieved, 


5. Chriſt and ſalvation are made light off 
by the world , becauſe of their deſperate} 


hardneſs of heart. The heart is hard natu- 
rally, and by cuſtom in finning made more 


bard, eſpecially by long abuſe of mercy, 


and neglect of the means of grace, and re- 
ſiſting the Spirit of God. Hence it is that 
men are turned into ſuch ſtones : and till 
God cure them of the ſtone of the heart, 
no wonder if they feel not what they know 
or regard not what we ſay, but make light 
of all ; tis bard preaching a ſtone intc 
rears, or making a rock totremble, Yo! 
may ſand over a dead body long cnough 

ani 


| 193 __ 
and fay toit, Oh thor carcaſs, when thou haft 
lain rotting and mouldred to duſt till the 
Reſaurreftion, God will then call thee to ac- 
count for thy ſin, and caſt thee trito everlaſting 
fire, before you can make it feel what you 
ſay, or fear the miſery that is never ſo 
truly threatned : when mens hearts are like 
the high-way that is trodden to hardneſs 
by long cuſtome in finning, or like the clay 
that is hardned to a ſtone by the heat of 
thoſe mercies that ſhould have melted 
them into Repentance : when they havecon= 
ſciences ſeared with an hot Iron, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 7599.4.2. No wonder then 
if they be paſt feeling, and working all un- 


| Cleanneſs with greedineſs, do make light of 


Chriſt and everlaſting glory, - Oh that this 


| were not the caſe of roo many of our 


hearers ! Had we but /[zvivg ſoxls to ſpeak 


to, they would hear, and feel, and not make 


light of what we ſay. I know they are na- 
eurally alive, but they are ſpiritually dead, 
as Scripture witneſſeth, Zpheſc 2.3, Ohif. 
there were but one ſpark of the life of 
race in them, the Doctrine of Salvation 
y Jeſus Chriſt, would appear to them to' 
be the weightieſt buſineſs in the world. Oh 
how confident ſhould 1 be, me thinks, to 
prevailwith men; and to take them' off this 
Oz world, 
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world, and bring them to mind the matter _ 


of another world , if I ſpake but co men 
that had life and ſenſe, and reaſon ! Bur 
when we ſpeak to blocks and dead men, 
how ſhould we be regarded? Oh how fad, 
a caſe are theſe ſouls in, that are fallen un- 
der this fearful judgement of ſpiritual mad- 
neſs and deadneſs! . To have a blind mind, 
and an hard heart, to be ſottiſh and ſenſlefs, 
Mark 4. 12. Fohx 12. 40. leſt they ſhould 
-— converted, and their fin ſhould be forgiven 
them. 

6. Chriſt and falvation are made light 
of by the world, becauſe they are wholly 
enſlaved to their ſenſe, and raken up with 
lower things : the matters of another 
world are out of {ighr, and ſo far from their 
ſenſes, that they cannot regard them ; bur 
preſent chings are nearer them, in their eyes, 
and in their hands : there muſt be a living 
faith to prevail over ſenſe, before men can 
be ſo taken with things that are not ſeen, 
though they bave the Word of God for 
their ſecurity, as to neglect and ler go things 
that are ſtil! before their eyes. Senſe works 
with great advantage, and therefore doth 
much in reſiſting faith where it is. No won- 
der then if it carry all before it, where there 
_ is no true and lively faith to reſiſt, and to 
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lead the ſoul to higher things - this cauſe 
of making light of Chriſt and ſalvation, is 


expreſſed here in my Text : one went to 


his farm, and another to his merchandize : 
men have houſes and la nds to look after : 
they have wife and children to mind, they 
have their body and outward eſtate to re- 
gard, therefore they forget that they have 
a God, a Redeemer, a ſoulto minde ; theſe 
matters of the world are ſtill with them. 
They ſee theſe, but they ſee n02 God, nor 
Chriſt, nor their ſouls, nor everlaſting glo» 
ry. Theſe things are zear at hand, and there 
fore work »aturally, and ſo work forcibly ; 
but the other are thought on as a great 
way off, and therefore too diſtant ro work 
on their affeions, or be at the preſent ſa 
much regarded by them. Their body hath 
life and ſenſe, and therefore if they want 
meat, or drink, or cloaths, will feel their 
want, and tell them of it, and give them no 
reſt cill their wants be ſupplyed; and there. 
fore they cannot make light of their bodily 
neceſſities ; but their ſouls in ſpiritual 
reſpeRs are dezd, and therefore feel not their 
wants,but will let them alone in their greateſt 
neceſſities; and be as quiet when they 
are ſtarved and languiſhing to deſtruRion, 
asif all were well and nothing ayled them. 

Q 3 And 
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And hereupon poor people are wholly tz- 
ken up in providing for the body, as if they 
had nothing elſe ro minde. They have their 
trades and callings to follow, and ſo much 
to do from mornins to night, that chey can 
find no time for matters of ſalvation , Chriſt 
would teach them, but they have no leiſure 
to hear him : the Bible is before them, but 


they :cannot have while to read it: A Mi-f 


niſter is in the Town with them, but rhey 
cannot have while to go ro enquire of him 
what they ſhould do to be ſaved ; And 
when they do hear, their bearcs are fo full 
of the world, and carried away with thelc 
lower matters, thar they cannot minde thi 
things which they hear. They are fo fui 
. of the thoughts, and deſires, and cares © 
this world, that there is no room to pour 
into them the water of life : The cares 
the world do choak the Word, and make it 
become unfruicful, Aarth. 13.22, Men can; 
nor ſerve two maſters, God and Mammon 
bur they will lean to the one , and deſpil: 
the other, Matth.s. 24. He that loverh thi 
world, che love of the Father is not in him 
I Fob 2.15, 16. Men cannot chooſe but | 
fight by Chrilt and falvarion, while they (e 
ſo much by any thing on earth, it is thi 
which js highly eſteemed among men , 
we TD abominal 
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abominable in the fight of God, Lat.16.15- 
Oh this is the-ruine of many thouſand ſouls ! 
It would grieve the heart of any honeſt 
Chriſtian, to ſee how eagerly this vain world 
is followed everywhere, and how little men 
ſer by Chriſt, and the world to, come ; to 
compare the care that men have for che 
world, with the care of their ſouls; and the 
time that they Iay out on the world, with 


"|| chat time they lay out for their ſalvation.: 


To fee how the world fils their moutbs , 
their hands, . their houſes, their hearts ; and 
Chriſt hath little more then a bare title : 
to come into their company, and hear ng 
diſcourſe but of the world, to come inta 


their houſes, and hear and ſee nothing bur 


for the world, as if this world would laſt 
for ever, or would purchaſe them another. 
When I ask ſometime the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel how their labours ſucceed, they tell 
me, People continue ſtill the ſame, and give up 
themſelves wholly to the world, ſo that they 
minae not what Miniſters ſay to them, nov 


will give any full entertainment to the Word, 
and .all becanſe of the deluding world : And 


oh that roo many Miniſters themſelves did 
nag-make light of that Chriſt whom they 
preach, being drawn away with the love of 
this world ! In a word, men of a worldly 
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diſpoſition do judge of things according to 


worldly advantages; therefore Chriſt is 
flighted, 1/a.53.3. He is deſpiſed and re- 


Jetted of men, they hide their faces from him, 
and efteem, him not, as ſeeing no beanty or com- 


lineſs in him that they ſhould defere him. —— 


7. Chriſt and falvation are madelight of, 
becauſe men do not ſoberly con/ider of the 
truth and weight of theſe neceſſary things. 
They ſuffer not their minds ſo long ts dwell 
upon them, till they procure a due eſteem, 
and deeply affe& their heart ; did they be- 
lieve them, and not ceyſfider of them, how 
ſhould chey work ? Oh when men have rea- 
ſon given them to Think and Conſider of 
- "the things that moſt concern them, and yet 


'they will not uſe it, this cauſeth heir con- J// 


tempt. | 
8. Chriſt and ſalvation are made light 


of, becauſe men were never ſe»fble of their 
fn and miſery, and extream neceſſity of 


Chriſt and his ſalvation : their eyes were 
never opened to ſee themſelves as they are; 
nor their hearts foundly humbled in: the 
: feriſe of their condition : if this were done, 
they wou!d ſoon be brought to value a Sa: 
viour : a truly broken heart can no more 
make light of Chriſt and falvation, then a 
hungry man of his food, or a fickman - 
the 


18 to 
ſt is 
d re- 
him, 
com: 


I—_—— - 


t of 
" the 
ngs. 
iwell 
eem, 
y be- 
how 
rea- 
r of 
yet 
CON» 


light 
their 
y of 
were 
are; 
* the 
one, 
a Sa- 
nore 
en 4 
n of 
the 


| (199) 
the means that would give him eaſe : but 
till then, our words cannot have acceſs to 
their hearts : while fin and miſery is made 
light of, Chriſt and ſalvation will be made 
light of : but when theſe are perceived an 
intolerable burden, then nothing will ſerve 
the turn but Chriſt. Till men be truly ham- 
bled, they can venture Chriſt and ſalvation 
for a luſt, for a little worldly gain, even for 
leſs then nothing : but when God hath il- 
luminated them, and broken their hearts, 
then they would give a world for a Chriſt , 
then they 92#ft bave Chriſt, or they dye ; all 
things then are loſs and dung to them in regard 
of the excellent knowledge of Chriſt, Phil. 
3. 8. When they are once pricked in their 
/hearts for fin and miſery, then they cry out, 
' Men and brethren, what foall we do ? AB. 
2.37. When they are awakned by Gods 
' Judgements, as the poor Jaylor, «4. 16. 
29. then they cry out, S:irs, what ſhall T do 
tobe ſaved ? This isthe reaſon why God 
will bring men ſo low by bumiliation, before 
he bring them to ſalvation. 


9. Men take occaſion to make light of 


Chriſt, by the commonneſs of the Goſpel 
becauſe they do hear of it every day, the 
frequency is an occafion to dull their affeti- 
ons; I fay, an Occaſion ; for it is no = 
Caunie. 
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. canſe. Wereita rarity, it might take more 
with them; but »ow, if they hear a Miniſter 
preach nothing but cheſe ſaving Truths, 
they ſay, ze have theſe every day , They 
make not light 'of their bread or drink, 
their health or life , becauſe rhey poſſeſs 
them every day ; they make not light 
of the Sun, becauſe ic ſhineth every day, 
- &@ leaſt they ſhould not, for the mercy is 
the greater;buc Chriſt and ſalvation are made 
light-of, becauſe they hear of-chem often; 
This 4s, ſay they, a good plain dry Sermos : 
Pearls are trod- in the dirt where they 
are common; They loath this dry Manna, 
Prov.27.7. The full ſoul -leaths 'the hony- 
comb; buttothe hungry every bitter thing 
is ſweet. 

10, Chriſt 'and falvation are made light 
df, becauſe of chis disjunQtive preſumption, 
-gither that he is fare enough theirs already, 
'and God that is ſo merciful, and Chriſt that 
hath ſuffered ſo much for chem, is ſurely fe- 
ſolved to ſave them, or elfe it may eaſily be 
Obcained ar any time, if ic be not yer ſo. 
: Aconceited facility to bave a part in Chriſt 

and falvation at any time, doth occaſion 
- 'men to make lighrof them. It is rue, that 
- Brace 15 free, andthe offer is univerſal, ac- 
Cording to the extent of the preaching had 
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the Goſpel; and ir is true that men may 
have Chrift when they will; that is, when 
they are willing to bave him on his terms ; 
but he that hath promiſed thee Chriſt, if 
chou be willing, hath not promiſed to make 
chee willing : and if chou art not willing 
zow, how canſt thou think thou ſhalt be wil- 
ling hereafter ? If thou canſt make thine 
own heart willing, why is irnot done now? 
Can you do it better when fin hath more 
hardened it, and God may have given thee 
over tothy ſelf? Oh ſinners! you might do 
much, though you are not able of your 
ſelves ro come in, if you would now ſubjeRt 
your ſelves to the working of the Spirit, and 
ſet in while the gales of grace continue ; 
Bur did you know what a bard and impol- 
{ible ching ir is co be ſo muchas willing to 
have Chriſt and grace, when the heart is 
given over to it ſelf, and che Spirit bath 
withdrawn its former Invitations, you would 
not be ſo confident of your own ſtrength 
co Believe and Repent : nor would you 
make light of Chriſt upon ſuch fooliſh con- 
fidence. If indeed it be fo caſie a matter as 
you imagine for a finner to Believe and Re- 
pent at any time ; how comes it to paſs that 
itis done by ſo few, but moſt of the world 


. do periſh in their impenitency , when they 


have 
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have all the helps and means that we can 
| afford them? Ir is true, the thing is very 
reaſonable and eafie in it ſelf to a pure na- 
ture; but while man is blind and dead, theſe 
things are ina ſort impoſlible co him, which 
are never ſoeaſie to others, Ir is the eaſieſt 
and ſweeteſt life in the world co a gracious 
ſoulto live in the love of God, and the de- 
lighcful choughts of the life to come, where 
all their hope and happineſs lieth : But to a 
worldly carnal heart it is as eafie ro remove 
a mountain, as to bring them to this. How- 
ever, theſe men are their own condemners; 
for if they think it ſo eafie a matter to Re- 
pent and Believe, and fo to have Chriſt and 
right to ſalvation, then have they no excuſe 
for neglefting this which they thought fo 
eaſie. O wretched impenicent ſoul ! what 
mean you to ſay, when God ſhall ask you, 
Thy did you not Repent and Love your Re- 
acemer above the world, when you thought it ſo 
eaſie that you could doit at any time ? 


IV. Uſer. 
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IV. Uſe 1 A\'4 Ecome now to the Appli- 
cation: and hence you may 


be informed of the blindneſs and folly of all 


carnall men:how contemprible are their judge- 
ments that think Chriſt and ſalvation contem- 
prible £ and how little reaſon there is why any 
ſhould be moved by them, or diſcouraged by 
any of their ſcorns or contradictions. 

How ſhall we ſooner know a man to be a 
fool, then if he knows no difference berween 
Dung and Gold! Ts there ſuch athing as 
madneſs in the world, if that man be not mad, 
that ſets light by Chriſt and his own falvati- 
on, while he dayly toyls for the dung of the 
carth ? And yet what pitty is it to fee that a 
company of poor ignorant ſouls will be 
aſhamed of godlineſs, if ſuch men as theſe do 
but deride them ! Or will think hardly of a 
boly life, if ſuchas theſe do ſpeak againſt it ! 
Hearers, if you ſee any ſzt /zght by Chriſt and 
falvation, do you ſet /ight by that mans wir, 
and by his words, and hear the reproaches of 
a holy life, as you would hear the words of a 
mad man : not with regard, but with a com- 
paſſion of his miſery. 
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Uſe 2. \W/ Ht wonder if we and ou: 

/ ' preaching be deſpiſed , and 
the beſt Miniſters complain of 1ll ſucceſs, 
when the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles them. 
ſelve did ſacceed no better ? what wonde: 
if for allchat we can ſay or do, our hearer; 
Rill ſer light by Chriſt and their own ſalvs. 
tion , when the Apoſtles hearers did the 
ſame ? They that did ſecond their Do. 
Qrine by Miracles : if any men could hay 
ſhaken and torn in pieces the hearts of. fin. 
ners , they could have done it : If an 
could have laid thera: their feet, and mad: 
them all cry out as ſome, What frall we 4, 
it would have been they, You may ſeethe 
that it is not meerly for want of goo! 
preachers thac men make light of Chriſt and 
falvation : che-firſt news of ſuch a thing 
the pardon of ſin, and the hopes of glory 
and the danger of everlaſting miſery, woul 
turn the hearts 07 men within them, if che 
were as traQable in ſpiritual matters as i 
temporal : Bur alas, it is far otherwiſe. |: 
muſt not ſeem any ſtrange thing, nor muſt! 
too much : diſcourage the preachers of ti: 
Goſpel, if when they have ſaid all chac the 
can deyiſe co ſay to wir the hearts of me! 
fl 
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to-Chrift, the moſt do Mill flight him, and 
whilethey bow the knee to him,and honour 
him with their lips, do yer ſet ſolight by bim 
in their hearts, as to prefer every fleſhly 


| pleaſure or commodity before him. It will be 


thus with many : -let us be glad that it is not 
thus with All. 


| gy— — 


YU/c3. U T for cloſer application. See- 


1ng this is the great condemning 


ÞÞ fin, before we enquire after it into the hearts 


of onr hearers,ic beſcemggs to begin at home, 
and ſee that we who art Feachers ofthe Go- 
ſpel be nor guilty of itour ſelves. The Lord 
forbid that they that have undertaken che 
ſacred office of revealing the excellencies of 
Chriſt to the world, ſhould makelight of him 


themſelves, and ſleight that falvation which 
they do daily preach. The Lord knows we . 
are all of us ſo low in our eſtimation of 


ny Chriſt, and do this great work ſo negligent- 


ly, that we have cauſe to be aſhamed of our - 


beſt Sermons; but ſhould this ſin prevail in 


us, we were the moſt miſerable of all men. 


Brethren, I love not cenſoriouſneſs ; yet dare 


not befriend fo vile a fin in my ſelf or others 


under pretence of avoiding it :; eſpecially 
__ when 
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when there is ſo great neceſfiity that it 
ſhould be healed firſt in them that make it 
their work to heal ir in othexs. O that there 
were no cauſe to complain that Chriſt and 
ſalvation are made light of by the Preachers 
ofi:. But, 1. Do not the negligent ſtudies 
of ſome ſpeak it out? 2. Doth not their 
dead and droufie preaching declare it ? do 
not they make light of the Doctrine they 
preach, that do ic it as if they -were halt 
aſleep, and feel not what they ſpeak them- 
ſelves? 

3. Doth not the careleſneſs of ſome mens 
private endeavourgliſcover it? what do they 
for ſouls? how {{#3hcly do they reprove 
ſin? how little do they when they are outof 
the Pulpit for the ſaving of mens ſouls ? * 

4. Doth not the continued negle& of 
thoſe things wherein the intereſt of Chriſt 
conſiſteth diſcover it ?. 1. The Churches 
Purity and Reformation, 2. Its Unity. 

5- Doth not the covetous and worldly 
lives of too many diſcover it, loſing ad- 
vantages for mens fouls, for a little -gain to 
themſelves > And moſt of this is becauſe 
men are Preachers before they are Chriſt: 
ans, and tell men of that which they nev 
felt themſelves. Of all men on earth, chert 
are few that are in ſo ſad a — 
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ſuch Miniſters : and if indeed they do believe 
thar Scripture which they preach,methinks is 
ſhould be terrible to them in their ſtudying 
and preaching it. 


Uſe. 4. JD Eloved hearers, the office that 
| God hath called us to, is, by de- 
daring the glory of his grace, to help under. 
- Chriſt co the ſaving of mens ſouls. I hope 
you think not that 1 come hither to day on 
any other errand. 'The Lord knowsI had noe 
ſer a foot out of doors but in hope to ſucceed 
in this work for your ſouls. I have eonſidered 
and often conſidered, what is the matter that. 
ſo many thouſands ſhould periſh when God 
ach done ſo much for their ſalvation ; and TL 
find this char: is mentioned in my-«Texc . is 
the cauſe. It is oneof the wonders of the. 
rorld, that when God hath ſo loved the 
rorld as to ſend his Son, and Chriſt-bath 
-ſinade a ſatisfaction by bis death ſufficient. 
or. them all, and offerech the benefits of ic 
d freely to them, even withour money or. 


iſtÞprice, char.yet the moſt of- rhe worid ſhould 


teriſh , yea the moſt of .choſe that are- chus 
Falled by his Word ! Why here is therea- 
S00,' when Chriſt bach.;done all this, mep. 
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make light of it. Godhath ſhewed that 
is not unwilling ; and Chriſt bath ſhewed 


of | 
alſ-ſ 


that he is not unwilling that men ſhould be both 
reſtored ro Gods favour and be ſaved ; bu Peer 
men are aQually unwilling themſelves. God ?re n 


day, 
be ir 
at thy 
fion / 
that.y 
negle, 
they y 
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them i 
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over, 
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rakes not pleaſure in the death of ſinners, 
but rather chat chey return and live, Zze, 
33.11. But men take fuch pleaſure in ſin, 
that they will dye before they will return, 
The Lord Jeſus was content to be thei 
Phyſitian, and hath provided them a ſuffici 
ent plaifter of his own blood : but if me: 
make light of it, and will not apply it 
what wonder if they periſh after all? Thi 
Scripture giveth us the reaſon of their per 
dition, This ſad experience tells us che mo 
of the world is guilty of. It is a moſt [a 
' mentable thing to ſee how moſt. men ( 
ſpend their care, their time, their pains fo 
known vanities, while God and Glory a 
caſt aſide ; That he who is all ſhould ſec or nor. 
to then as zothing ; and that which is norhif} Belo 
ſhould ſeem to them as good as all; thy You pa 
God ſhould fet mankind in ſuch a raq$'s is ch 
where heaven or hell is their certain en} Qion, } 
and that they ſhould ſer down, and loytey Vatter | 
or run after the childiſh toyes of the wor|gFeateſt 
and ſo. much forget the prize that thy !nall. x 

thould runfor. Were it bur poſſible foro 
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of usto ſeethe whole of this buſineſs, as the 
all-ſeeing God doth ; to ſee ac one view 
both heaven and hell which men are . ſo 
Neer, and ſee what moſt men in-the world 
are minding, and what chey are doing every 
day, it would be the ſaddeſt ſight chac could 
be imagined. Oh how fhould we marvail 
at their madneſs, and lament their ſelf.delu- 
fon ! Oh poor diſtracted world ! whar is it 
that.you run after? and what is it that you 
negle& ? If God had never told them what 
they were ſent into the world to do, or whe.. 
ther chey were going, or what was before 
them in another world, then they had been 
excuſable; but he hath cold them over and. 
over, till they were weary of it. . Had he 
lefr it doubtful, there had been ſome excuſe , 
but it is his ſealed Word, and they profeſs to 
believeic, and would take it ill of us if we 
ſhould queſtion whether they do believe it 
or not. | DE et 

Beloved, I come not to accuſe any. of. 

you particularly. of this crime : bur ſeeing 

i it is the commoneſt cauſe of mens Deftru-- 
Rjon, T ſuppoſe you will judge it the fiereſt 
matter for our enquiry, and deſerving our: 
eateſt care for the cure. . To which cad I- 

{ ſhall. x. Endeavour. the Conviftior: of ithe 
guilry. 2, Shall give. chem ſuch conſfider#rs 

P 2 K190s 
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tiotis 8s may tend to humble and reform 
them. 3. I ſhall conclude with ſuch dire- f]ther 
Rion' as may help them that are willing to 4nd y 
eſcape the deſtroying power of this fin. And [[[Þeſee 
for the firſt,conſider, own 
I. It is the caſe of moſt ſinners to think them. 
themſelves freeſt from thoſe ſins that they | 7- - 
are moſt enſlaved to; and one reaſon why £!#7%72! 
we cannot reform them, is, becauſe we can- freeſt a 
not convince them of their guilt. Ir is the aſe. 
nature of ſin ſo far to blind and befool the | Do - 
Gnner, that he knoweth not what he doth, $4"d fal 
but thinketh he is free from it when ic raign- and co] 
eth in him, or when he is committing it - It Y*20w 
bringeth men to be ſo much unacquainted what it 
with themſelves, that they know not what udge \ 
they think, or what they mean and intend, ſ, We c 
rior what they love or hate, much leſs what der con 
they are habituated and diſpoſed ro. Theyſſ®? 10ter 
arealiveto ſin, and dead to all the Reaſon, his love 
Conſideration and Reſolution that ſhouldſſ**ey ma 
recover them, asif it were only by their fin-ſ 2 T 
ning that we muſt know they are alive, May "atter « 
I hope that you that: hear me to day, arc and bear 
but willing to know the Truth of your caſe and deli 
and then I ſhall be encouraged to procee<m ; t| 
toan enquiry. - God will judge impartially; Do nc 
why ſhould not-we do ſo ? Let mether nd faly; 


fore by theſe following Queſtions try. wheg"2<, ur 
"4 Doſe th: 
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ther none of you are lighters of Chriſt 
o ſand your own falvation. And follow me, 
q [ beſeech you, by putting them cloſe to your 
own hearts, and faichfully anſwering 
them. 
- 1. Things that men highly value will be 
y remembred , they will be matter of their 
_ _ and ſweeteſt thoughcs ; rhis is a known 
caſe. 
- Do not thoſe then. make light of Chriſt 
þ, Nend ſalvation, that think of them ſo ſeldom 
n- 2nd coldly in compariſon of other things ? 
1; {follow thy own heart man, and obſerve 
ed {vhat it daily runneth out afrcer ; and then 
1a Judge wherher it make not light of Chriſt. 
1d. We cannot perſwade men to one hours ſo- 
har fiber conſideration what they ſhould do for 
= intereſt in Chriſt, or in thankfulneſs for 
on. 02s love, and yer they will not believe that 

;ithey make light of him. 

2. Things that we highly value will be 
matter of our Diſcourſe : The Judgement 
Jand heart will command the tongue. Freely 
aſe $20d delightfully will our ſpeech run after 
eefÞhem ; this alſo is a known caſe. 

Do not thoſe then make light of Chriſt 
e424 ſalvation, that ſhun the mention of his 
Same, unleſs it be in a vain or ſinful uſe? 
cheſſÞoſe that love not the company where 
 & % '_ Chriſt 
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Chriſt and ſalvation is much talked of ; but 
think it troubleſome preciſe diſcourſe : That 
1ad rather hear ſome merry jeſts,or idle tales 
or talk of their riches or buſineſs in the world. 
When you may follow them from morningtof ? 
night, and ſcarce have a ſavory word of 
Chriſt ; but perhaps ſome ſleight and weary 
mention of him ſometimes ; judge whether 
theſe make not light of Chriſt and ſalvation. 
How ſeriouſly do they talk of the world? 
Pſal.144.8,11. and ſpeak vanity ! but how 
hearclefly do they make mention of Chriſt 
and falvation | | 
3. The things that we highly value, we 
would ſecure the poſſeſſion of, and there 
fore would take any convenient courle to 
have all doubts and fears about them wel 
reſolved. Do not thoſe men then make 
light of Chriſt and falvacion, chat have || 
ved 20.0r 30 years in uncertainty whethelJ .. If 
they have anyv part in theſe or not, and ye 1%, : 
never ſeek out for the right reſolution 0 of et _ 
their doubts ? Are all thar hear me thi  ** © 
day certain they ſhall be ſaved ? Oh tha om OO 
they were ; Oh had you not made light "ao 
falvation, you could nor ſo eaſily bear fuc Gofe |? 
doubrings of it ; you could nor reſt till yo on F ; 
had made't ſure, or done your beſt ro mal] © ©'*c0 
it ſure. Have you no body to enquire « ment at 
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that mighe help you in ſuch a work 2? Why 
you have miniſters that are purpoſely ap- 
pointed to that office. Have you gone to 
© them and told them the doubrfuineſs of 
your caſe, and asked their help in the judge- 
ing of your condition? Alas Miniſters may 
fic in their ſtudies from one year to another, 
before ten perſons among 1000. will come 
to them on ſuch an errand ! Do not theſe 
'F make light of Chriſt and ſalvation ? when 
the Goſpel piercech the heart indeed, they 
cry out, Mex and brethren, what ſhall we 
do to be ſaved! As 16. 30. and 9.6. trem- 
bling and aſtoniſhed Pax/ cryes out, Lord, 
— what wilt thin have me to do? And fo 

FE didthe convinced Jews to Peter, AG 2. 37. 
Bue when hear we ſuch Queſtions? 

4. The things that we value, do deep!y 
'Nffe& us,and ſome motions will bein the heart 
according to our eſtimation of them. Oh 
J Sirs, If men made not light of theſe things, 

what working would there be in the hearts 
of all our hearers? What ſtrange affeRi- 
ons would it raiſe in them to hear of the 
matters of the world to come ! How would 
their hearts melt before the power of the 
Goſpel ? what ſorrow would be wrought ia 
the diſcovery of their ſin ? what aſtoniſh- 
ment at the conſideration of their miſery ? 
P 4 what 
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what unſpeakable joy at the glad tidings of 
Salvation by the biood of Chriſt 2 what 
reſolution would' be raifed in them upon the 
diſcovery of their duty ? Oh what hearers 


ſhould we have if ic were not for this fin ! 


whereas now, we are liker to weary them, 
or -preach them aſleep with matters of this 
nnſpeakable moment. We talk to them of 
Chriſt and ſalvation, till we make their 
heads ake : Lictle would one think by their 
careleſs" carriage, that they heard and re- 
garded what we faid, or thought we ſpoke at 
mz. DN 

'5. Our eſtimation of things will be ſeen 
in the diligence of our endeavours. That 
which we highlyeſt value, we ſhall chink no 
pains too great to obtain. Do not thoſe 
men then make light of Chriſt and falva- 
tion, that think all roo much that they do 


for them, that murmur at his ſervice, and. 


think it roo grievous for them to endure ? 
that ask of his ſervice as 74das of the oint- 
ment ; What need this waſt ? cannot men be 
ſaved without ſo much ado ? this 1s more ado 
then needs. For the world they will labour 
all the day, and all their lives ; but for Chriſt 
and fſaivation they are afraid of doing too 
much. Let us preach to them as long as we 
will, we cannot þring them to reliſh - ” 
MI | olve 
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ſolve upon a life of holineſs. Follow them 


to their houſes, and you ſhall not hear them 


read a Chapter, nor call upon God with 
their families once a day, Nor will they al- 
low him that one day in ſeven which he 


' hath ſeparated to his ſervice. Burt pleaſure, 


or worldly buſineſs, or idleneſs muſt havea 


| part. And many of themare ſo far harden- 


ed, as to reproach them that will not be as 
mad as themſelves. And is not Chriſt worth 
the ſeeking? Is not everlaſting ſalvation 
worth more then all this > Doch not that 
ſoul make light of all cheſe, that thinks his 
eaſe more worth they they ? Let but com- 
mon ſenſe judge. 

6, That which we moſt highly value, we 
think we cannot þzy too dear : Chriſt and 
ſalvation are freely given, and yet the moſt 
of men go without them, becauſe they can- 


' not enjoy the world and them together. 


They are called but to part with that which 
would hinder them from Chriſt, and they 


will notdoir. They are called but to give 


God his own, and to reſign all co his will, 
and ler go the profits and pleaſures of this 
world, when they muſt let go either Chriſt 
or them, and they will not. They think this 
too dear a bargain, and ſay they cannot 
ſpare theſe things : They muſt hold their 

| Cre 
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credit with men ; They muſt look to their 
eſtates : how ſhall they live elſe ? They 
muſt have their pleaſure, whatſoever be- 
comes of Chriſt and falvation: As if they 
could live without Chriſt berter then with- 


loſers by Ch-iſt, or could make a faving 


world. Chriſt hath told us over and over, 
that if we will not foriake all for him, we 
eannot be his Diſciples, 2at. 10. Far are 
theſe men from forſaking all, and yer will 
needs think that they are his Diſciples in- 
deed. 

7. That which men highly eſteem, they 
would hzlp their friends to as well as them- 
ſelves Do not thoſe men make light of 
Chr:i: 2nd falvation, that can take ſo much 
care to leave their children portions in the 
world, and do ſo little to help them to hea- 
ven * That provide outward neceſſaries ſo 
carefully for their families, but do ſo. littie 
to the ſaving of their fouls 2 Their neg= 
lected children and friends will witneſs, that 
either Chriſt or cheir childrens ſouls, or both» 
were madeliphr of. 

8. That which men highly eſteem, they 
will ſo diligently ſeek afcer, that you may 
fceit in the ſzcce/s, if it be a matter —_ 
ener 


TH Www www # """IF So. AE 


w 


LM] 


(217) 
their reach, You may ſee how many make 
light of Chriſt, by the lictle knowledge they 
have of him, and thelittle communion wick 
him, and communication from him ; and the 
little, yea, none of his ſpecial graces inthem. 
Alas ! how many Miniſters can ſpeak it to 
the ſorrow of their hearts, that many of 


their people know almoſt nothing of Chrift, 


though they hear of him dayly ! nor know 
chey what they muſt do to be ſaved , If we 
ask them an account of theſe things, they 
anſwer as if they underſtood not what we 
ſay to them, and tell us they are no Schol- 
lers, and therefore think they are excuſable 
for their ignorance. Oh if theſe men had 
not made light of Chriſt , and their falvari- 
on, but had beſtowed but half ſo much 
pains to know and enjoy him, as they have 
done to underſtand the matters of their 
Trades and Callings in the world, they 
would not have been ſo ignorant as they 


/ are : They makelight of theſe things, and 


therefore will nor be at the pains to ſtudy 


\ orlearn them. When men that can learn 
' the hardeſt trade in a few years, have not 


learned a Catechiſm , nor how. to under. 
Rand their Creed, under twentie or thirtie 
years preaching , nor cannot abide to be 
Queſtioned about ſuch things ; doth _— 
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ſhew that they have ſlighted them in their 
hearts ? How will theſe deſpiſers of Chriſt 
and Salvation be able one day to look him 
inthe face, and to give an account of theſe 
neglects ? | 


> much I have ſpoken in order to 
your Convittion. Do not ſome of 
your conſciences by this time ſmire you, and 
fay, 1am the man that have made light of 
my ſalvation ? It they do not, it is becauſe 
you make light of ic till, for all thac is ſaid 
to you. But becauſe, if it be the will of the 
Lord, [ would fain have this damning di- 
ſtemper cured, and am loth to leave you in 
ſach a deſperate condition, if I knew how to 
remedy it ;.I will give you ſome confidera- 
tions, which may move you, if you be men 
of reaſon and underſtanding, to look better 
about you, and I beſeech you weigh them, 
and make uſe of them as we go, and lay open 
your hearts to the work of grace, and ſadly 
bechink you what a caſe you are in, if you 
prove ſuch as make light of Chriſt. 

Conſider, 1. Thou makeſt light of him 
that made not light of thee who didſt de- 
ſerve it. 
contempt. Asa man, what art thou bur a 
worm 


Thou waſt worthy of nothing but | 
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worm to God ? As a ſinner, thou art far viler 
then a road : yet Chriſt was ſo far from ma. 
king light of thee and thy happineſs, that he 
came down into the fleſh, and lived alifeof 
ſuffering, and offered himſelfa ſacrifice to the 
Juſtice. which thou hadſt provoked, that thy 
miſerable ſoul might have a remedy. Ir isno 
leſs then miracles of 'ove and mercy that he 
hath ſhewed to us : and yer ſhall we ſlight 
them after all ? 

Angels admire them, whom they leſs con- 
cern, I Pet 1, 12. and ſhall redeemed ſinners 
make light of them ? What barbarous, yea 
deviliſh, yea worſe then deviliſh ingratitude 
isthis ? the Devilsnever had a Saviour offer- 
ed them, but thou haſt, and doſt thou yet 
make light of him ? 

2, Conſider the work of mans ſalvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt, is the maſter-piece of all the 
works of God, wherein he would have his 
love and mercy to be magnified. As the 
Creation declarerh his goodneſs and power, 
ſo doth Redemption his goodneis and mer- 
oy; he hath contrived the very frame of 
bis worſhip ſo, that it ſhali much conſiſt in 
the magnifying” of this work, and atter all 
this will you make lighc of it ? His name is 
wonderful, 7/a. 9. 6. He did the work thar 


none could:do.- Fohy 15. 24. Greater love 
| could” 


X 
: I nn - neg — 
<5. * _ *F2. - 24 * & 5 - ' *— be — LE 
SF EEE ES SEO rocks = Apc: oa 4 3 nx 
Ss HS CEE I TERAREInG kg þ? 
AF" © oy IENESR ; 


ag IP - mn _ & Mah 
PP... = he 
MN = — , 1 


(220) 
ould none ſhew then his, Fob» 15. 13 


How great was the evil and miſery chat he 
delivered us from * the good procured for 
us? all are wonders, from his birth to his 
aſcention; from our new birth te our glo. 
rification, all are wonders of matchleſs}} ; 
mercy. And yet do you make light of 


them ! 


3. You makelight of matters of greatef 
excellency and moment in the world: you 
know not what it is that you fleight : had 
you well known, you could not have done it, 


As Chriſt faid to the woman of Samaria, 
ohn 4.. 10. hadſt thou known who it is chat 
fſpeaketh ro thee, thou wouldſt have asked 
of him the waters of life; Had they kxows, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Slory, 1 Cor.2.8. So, had you known what 
Chriſt is, you would not have made light of 
him ; Had you been one day in heaven, and 
but ſeen what they poſſeſs, and ſeen alfo 
what miſerable ſouls muſt endure that are 
ſhut out, you would never ſure have made fo 
lighc of Chriſt again. 

Oh Sirs, it is no trifles or jeſting matters 
that the Goſpel ſpeaks of. I muſt needs pro- 
feſs ro you, that when 1 have the moſt ſeri 
ous thoughts of theſe things my ſelf, Iam 


ready to marvail that ſuch amazing _—y 
do 


more, 


to the 
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do not overwhelm the ſouls of men : that 
the greatneſs of the ſubje&t doth not fo 
overmatch our underſtandings and affe&i 
ons, aseven.to drive men beſide themſelves, 
bur that God bath always ſomewhat allayed 
it by the diſtance: much more that men 
ſhould be ſo blockiſh as to make light of 
them. Oh Lord, that men did but know 
whart everlaſting glory, and everlaſting tor- 
ments are; Would they then hear us as they 


do? Would they read and think of: theſe 


things as they do? I profeſs I have been 
ready to wonder when I have heard fuch 
weighty things delivered, how people can 
forbear crying out ſh the congregation; much 
more, how they can reſi till rhey have gone 


to their Miniſters and learned what they 


ſhould do to be ſaved, that this great buſi- 
neſs might be put out of doubt. Oh thar 
heaven and hell ſhould work no more on 
men !{ Oh that everlaſtingneſs ſhould work 
no more ! Oh how can you forbear when 
you are alone to think with you ſelves 
what it is to be everlaſtingly in Joy orin 
Torment ! I wonder that ſuch thoughts do 
not break your ſleep; and that they come 
not in your mind when you are about your 
labour! I wonder how you can almoſt do 
any thing clſe ; How can you have any 
\  quietneſs 


a _ forche crown, then they are. And for my 


| (222) 
' quietneſsinyour minds: how you can eat} 
or drink, or reſt, till you have got ſome 
ground of everlaſting conſolations | Is that 
a 74x Or a corps thac is not affeted with 
martersof this moment ? That can be readier 
to ſleep, then to tremble, when ke heareth 
how he muſt ſtand at the Barr of God ? 
Is that a 9:4», Or a cled of clay, that can riſe 
and lie down without being deeply affeRted 
with his everlaſting eſtace ? that can follow 
his worldly bufineſs, and make nothing of 
the great buſineſs of ſalvation or damna- 
tion ; and that when they know itis hard 
at hand ? Truly Sirs, when I think of the 
weight of the matter, I Wonder at the very 
beſt of Gods Saints upon earth, that they 
areno better, and do nomorein ſ> weighty 
a caſe. I wonder at thoſe whom the world 
' accounteth more holy then needs, and 
ſcorns for making too much ado ; that they 
can pur off. Chriſt and their ſouls with fo 
lictle: that they pour not our cheir ſouls in 
every ſupplication : that they are got more 
taken up with God ; that their choughts be 
not more ſerious in preparation for heir ac- 
count. TI wonder that they be not an huo- 
dred times more ſtri& in their lives ; and 
- more laborious and unwearyed in ſtriving 
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3 Wclf, as I am aſhamed of my dull and care- 
 ficſs heart, and of my flow and unprofitable 
ourſe of life ſo the Lord knows,I am aſha- 
ed of every Sermon that I preach : when I 
hink what I have been | Deaking of, and who. 
ent me ; and what mens falvation or dam- 
ation 15 ſo much concerned in ic. I am rea-. 
ly to tremble, leſt God ſhould judge me as 
;ſlighter of. bis truth, andthe ſouls of men; 
ind Ielt in the beſt Sermon I ſhould be ouilry 
ff their blood. Me thinks we ſhould not 
» Weak a word co men in mattersof ſuch con- 
ſequence, without tears, or the greateſt ear- 
etneſs that poſlibly we can :.were not we 
too much guilty of the ſin which we reprove, 
twould beſo. Whether we are alone, or 
in co.npany,, me thinks our end, and ſuchan 
nd, ſhould ſtill be in our mind, and as before 
our eyes; and we ſhould ſooner m_ any 
thing, and ſer light by any thing, or by all 
things, then by chis, | 
Conſider 4. Who i is it that ſends this: 
weighty Meſſage ro you ?, Is it not God. 
imſelf > Shall the God of heaven ſpeak, and 
* Ynen make light of it? You would not flight 
- the voice.of an Angel or a Prince. 
5. Whoſe ſalvation. 1s it that. you make. 
lobe of .?. Is jt not your own ?. Are you po , 
more near or dear to your ſelves, then,to;: 


Q-- make 


| (224 ) : 
make light of your ox happineſs or miſery || Peart 
Why Sirs, do you not care whether you beſſ 35 yo 
faved or damned? Is ſelf-love loſt > Arefſhink 
you turned your own enemies? As he that} tion 
flighteth his meat doth flight his life ; ofÞ life? 
if you ſligh: Chriſt, whatſoever you may} 7- 
think, you will find it was your own falva-iſ dy, as 
tion that you ſlighred. Hear what he faith, ſaving 
Proverbs 1.36. All they that hate me, low better 
death. then t 
6. Your fin is greater, in that you profeſs that m 
to Believe the Goſpel which you make (0 light | 
lipht of. For a profeſſed Infidel to doit, they tl 
that believes not that ever Chriſt died, or fatter 
roſe again ; or doth not believe that there; Why $ 
an heaven or he!l, this were no ſuch marve| dom i! 
but for you that make it your Creed, and pariſor 
your very Religion, and call your lelyqg 4nnot 
Chriſtians, and have been baptized into thi} Cy 01 
faith, and ſe-ived to ſtand to it , thisis thi Cr0vn 
wonder, and hath noexcnſe. What ! belier brainſic 
that you ſhall jive in endieſs Joy or Tor tine clo 
ment, and ver make no more of ir, to eſcap ®f 4 Le 
Torment, and obtain that Joy. What ! bj <oMes C 
lieve thac God will ſhortly judge you, anſf'biey ar 
ye: make no more preparation for it Gods it 
Either ſay plzinly, 1 am »o Chriſtian, 11 lirates, 
»ot believe theſe wonderful things | Twill mould 
lieve nathing but what 1 ſee ; orelſelet yo their ov 
he: 
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hearts be affeted with your Belief, and live 
as you fay you do believe, What do you 
think when you repeat the Creed, and men- 
at _ Chriſts Judgement and everlaſting 
ſo life ? 
ay} 7- What are theſe things you ſer ſo much 
1a. Þy, as to prefer them before Ciriſt and the 
th | ſaving of your ſouls ? Have you found a 
74} better friend, a greater and ſurer happineſs 
then this? Good Lord ! What dung is it 
fe} that men mike ſo much of, while they ſet-ſo 
off light by everlafing glory ! Whar toyes are 
dir they that they are daily taken up with, while 
off Patters of life and death are neglected ? 
reid Why Sirs, If you had every ore a Kings 
ye dom in your hopes, what were it in com 
an pariſon of the everlaſting Kingdom ? I 
ly cannot: but look upon ail the glory and dig- 
th] vity of this world, Lands: and Lordſhips, 
; thi_| Crov-25 and Kingdoms, even 25. on fome 
en Prainſick beggarly fellow, thac borrowerh 
Corff five cloaths, and playes the pzrt of a King 
cap or a Lord for an hour ona tage, and then 
1 þ& comes down, and the ſport is ended, and 
anfl they are beggars again. Were it not for 
it | Gods intereſt in the Authorucy of Magi- 
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matter is it whether you live poor or rich, 
unleſs it were a Sreater matter tq de rich 
then it is ? You know well enough that 
death levels all : what matter is it at 
Judgement, whether you be to anſwer for 
the life of a rich man, or a poor man * ls 
Dzves then any better then Lazaras ? Oh 
that men knew whac a poor deceiving ſha- 
dow they gralp at,while they ler go the ever. 
laſting ſubſtance ! The ſtrongeſt and richeſt, 
and moſt voluptuous ſinners, do bur lay in 
fuel for their ſorrows, while they think they if 
are gathering together a treaſure. Alas! 
they are aſleep, and dream that they are 
happy; but when they awake, wha: a Þ 
change will they finde ? Their crown is made 
of thorns : their pleaſure hath ſuch a ſting 
as will ſtick in the heart through all eternity, 
except unfeigned Repentance do prevent ir. 
Oh how ſadly will cheſe wretches be con- 
vinced ere long wha a fooliſh bargain they 
made in felling Chriſt and their ſalvation for 
theſe trifles | Let your farms and merchan- 
dize then ſave you if they can ; and do that 
for you that Chriſt would have done. Cry 
then to thy Baa! to fave thee! Oh what 
thoughts have drunkards and adulterers, 
ec. of Chriſt, that will not part with the 


baſeſt laſt for him ! For a piece of bread, 
faith 
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uch Selomen, ſuch men dotranſgreſs, Prov. 
8.21, | 
8. Toſet ſo light by Chriſt and falvation 
54 certain mark that rhou haſt no partin 
hem, and if thou ſo continue, that Chriſt 
S pill fer as /ight by thee : thoſe that honour 
n ſim he wil} honour, and thoſe that deſpiſe 
- ſim ſhall be lightly efteemed, 1 Sam. 2.30. 
'- Fſhon wilt feel.oce day that thou canſt not 
t, five without him. Thou wilt confeſs then 
in ſhy need of him ; and then thou maiſt go 
v Wok for a Saviour where thou wilt ; for he 
5: vill be. no Saviour for thee hereafter, that 
re frouldſt not value him, and ſubmit to him 
a ſſhere : Then who will prove the loſer by 
by contempe ? Oh what a thing will it be 
or a poor miſerab!< ſoul to cry to Chriſt for 
ep in the day of extremity, and to hear ſo 
ad an anſwer as this ! Thou didſt ſer light 
by me and my Law inthe day of thy pro- 
perity, and I will now ſet as light by thee 
n thy adverſity. Read Prov. 1. 24. to the 
nd, Thou that as E/az didſt ſell thy birth- 
right for a meſs of Pottage, ſhalt then find 
0 place for repentance, though thou ſeek 
twith tears, Heb.12.17, Do you think that 
friſt, ſhed his blood to ſave them that con- 
inue to make light of it '? and to fave 
bem chat value a cup of drink or a luſt be- 
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rr one 
fore his ſalvation ? I tell you Sirs, thougt rs 
Jou ſet ſo light by Chriſt and ſalvation, Gi,,. 
doth not fo : He will not give them 0 you {, 
| ſuch terms as theſe : He valueth the bloat vx 
of tus Son, ang the everlaſting glory ; anY;.c 
he wiil make yox value them, if ever yo Chrif 
have them. Nay, this will be thy condemn: hams. 


tion, andleaveth no remedy. All the worl i1l f 
cannot ſave him that fers tight by Chrif 
Heb. 2.3. Lake 14.24. None of them ſhi! 
taſte of his Supper, Marth. 10,37. No 
can you blame him to deny you what yo 
made light of your ſelves. Can you fin 
faulc if you miſs of che Salvation which yo 


and is 
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ſlighred ? | wi 
" 9. The time 1s near when Chriſt and: hy 
vation will not be madelight of as now the oa 
are. ' When God hath ſhaken thoſe ca a 
leſs ſouls our of their bodies, and you mi,” 
anſwer for all your fins in your own nam, . _ 
O then what would you give for a Saviou 
when a thouſand Bills ſhall be brought 
againſt you,and none to relieve you, then j{ 
wiil conſider, 0h,Chriſt would now baveſ 
betwren me and the wrath of Ged : had! 
deſpiſed him , be would have anſwered 4 
When you ſee the world hath left you, i 
your c0:cpanions in fin have deceived the 
felyes and you, and all your merry days 
5 ; &0 


here th: 
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Fone ; then what would you give for that 
OVENChrift and ſalvation that now you account 
Frot worth.your labour ? Do you think when 
you ſee the Judgement ſer, and you are do0- 
ned co everlaſting perdition for your wicked- 
refs, that you ſhould chen make as light of 
Chriſt as now ? Why will you not judge 
"Yrow, as you know you ſhall judge then 
ill be then be worth ten thoufand worlds, 
and is he not now worth your higheſt eſtima- 

"Ftion,and dearelt affection ? 

"''F 10. God will not only deny thee that fal. 
Yvaction thou madelt light of, bnt he will take 
Erom thee allthac which thou didQt value be- 

Fore it ; He that molt highly eſteems Chriſt, 

ſhall have him and the creatures fo iar as 
they are good here, and him without the 
Kcreature hereafter, becauſe the creature is 
R:ot uſeful ; and he that ſers more by the 
creature then by Chriſt , ſhall have ſome of 
Wihe creature wichour Chriſt here, and neither 
riſt nor it hereafcer, 
| So much of theſe conſiderations, which 
may ſhew the true face of this hainous ſin. 
What think you now friends of this buſi. 
Tels? Do you nor ſee by this cime what a 
aſe that ſoul is in that maketh light of 
Ftriſt and falvation-? What need then is 
here that you ſhould take heed left this - 
Q. 4 ſhould 


LF 


* — 
ſhould prove your own caſe ? The Lord 
knows it is too common a caſe. Whoever is 
found guilty at the laſt of this fin, it were 
better for that man he had never been bory, 
It were better for him he had been a Turk 
or Indian, that never had heard the name 
of a Saviour, and that never had falvation 
offered to him : For ſuch men have no cloak 
for their ſin, fohs 15. 22. Beſides all the 
reſt of their fins, they have this killing fin 
to anſwer for, which will undo them. And 
this will aggravate their miſery : Thas Chri!i 
whom they ſet light by, muſt be their Judge, 
and for this fin will he judge chem. Oli 
that ſuch would now conſider how they will 
anſwer that Queſtion that Chrilt puts to 
their predeceſſors, Marth.23.33. How wil, 
Fe eſcape the damnation of hell ? or Heb.2.; 
How ſhall-we e'cape if we neglett ſo great ſal 
vation ? Can you eſcape without a Chrilt? 
or will a deſpiſed Chriſt fave you then ? Ii 
he be accurſed thar ſets light by Father or 
Mother, Deat.27.16. what then is he that 
fets lighe by Chriſt? Ic was the bainous fin 
of the Jews, that among them were found 
ſuch-as ſet kph by Father and Mother, Exc. 
22.7. butamong us, men flight the Farher 
6f Spirits. - In the name of God Brethren, 
Fbeſeech youto conſider how you will _ 
Lei os 4 veil 
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bear his Anger which you now make lighe 
of ? You that cannot make light of a little 
{:ckneſs or want, or of natural Death, no 
not of a rooth=ach, but groan as if you were 
undone. how will you then make light of the 
jury of the Lord, which will burn *againſt 
the contemrers of his grace ? Doth it nor 
behove you beforehand co think of theſe 
taings ? 


1! 


IſeE [therto I have been convincing you of 
the evil of the fin, ard the danger 
that followerh : 1 come now co know your 
Reſolution for the timeto come. What ſay 
you? Do you mean to fet as light by 
Chritt and falvation as hitherro you have 
done ? and'to be rhe ſame men after all 
ris? T hope not. Oh let not your Mini- 
ſters that would fain ſave you, be brought in 
as Witneſſes againſt you, to condemn you. 
At leaſt, I beſeech you-put not this upon me. 
Why Sirs, If the Lord ſhall ſay to us at 
Judgement, Did jou never tell theſe. men 
what Chriſt did for. their ſouls , and whac 
need they had of him, and how neerly it 
did concern them to look to their: falvation, 
that they made light of ic > we muſts needs 
fay the Truth : Yea Lord, we told them of 
p iT 
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it as plainly as we could ; we would have 
Son on our knees to chem, if we had thought 
it would have prevailed; we did intreat chem 
as carneſtly as we could, to conſider theſe 
things : They heard of theſe things every 
day ; bart alas, we could never get them to 
their hearts: they gave us the hearing, bur 
they madelight of all chat we could ſay to 
them. Oh fad will ic prove on your ſide, 
- you force us to ſuch an Aaſwer as 
this. 

Bur if the Lord do move the hearts of any 
of you, and you reſolve to make light of 
Chriſt no more : Or if any of you ſay, We 
do not make light of him ; lec metell you 
herein the concluſion, whar you muſt do, or 
elſe you ſhall be Judged as flighters of Chriſt 
and falvartion.. | 

And fir{t I will tell you what will not ſerve 
the curn, 

1. You may have a notional knowledge 
of Chrilt, and the neceſlicy of his blood, and 
of the excellency of Salvation, and yer pe- 
riſh as negleCters of him. This is too com- 
mon among profeſt Chriſtians. You may 
fay all chat other men do of him , what Glo- 
ſpel paſſages had Balaam ? Jeſus I know, {| 
and Paul I know, the very Devils could fay, 
who believe and cremble, 7am. 2. 


2. You 
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2. You may weep at the hiſtory of his 
Paſſion, when you read how he was uſed by 
the Jews; and yet make light of him, and 
periſh for ſo doing. 
3. You may comedeſirouſly to his word 
and ordinances. Hered heard gladly ; fo do 


. many that yer muſt periſh as neglecters of 


ſalvation. 

4. You may in a fic of fear have ſtrong 
deſires after a Chriſt, to caſe you, and to ſave 
you from Gods wrath: as Sax! had of David 


' to play before him , and yet you may periſh 


for making light of Chriſt. 

$5. You may. obey him in many things, ſo 
faras will not ruine you in the world : and 
eſcape much of the polluticns of the world 
by his knowledge, and yet neglect him. 

6. You may ſuffer and tofſe much for 

him, ſo far as leaveth you an earthly felicity ; 
as Ananias, the young man. Some parcels 
of their pleaſures and profits many will 
part with in hope of falvation, that ſhall 
periſh everlaſtingly, for valuing it no 
more. 
7. You may beeſteemed by others a man 
zealous for Chriſt, and loved and admired 
upon that account, and yet be one that ſhall 
periſh for making light of him. : 

8. You may verily think your ſelves, that 
you 
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you fet more by Chriſt and ſalvation then 
any thing, and yer be miſtaken, and be 
Judged as contemners of him : Chriſt juſti- 
fieth not ail that juſtifie themſelves. 

9. You may be zealous Preachers of 


ly, and 
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Chriſt and ſalvation, and reprove others own tiff 
for this neglet, and jament the fin of the canner 
world in the like Expreſtion as I have done 2. Y 
this day ; and yet if you or | have no better 0d fal 
evidence ro prove our hearty eſteem of ſ{ceking 
Chriſt and falvacion, we are undone for all Jibing t: 
this. RaSpirit 
jeſſion 
_— —= ſvicewl 
O U hear Brethren. what will xor ſerve Þeart « 
the turn ; Will you now hear whar fJibe hea 
perſons you m#ſt be if you would nor. be If y« 
condemned as flighters of Chriſt ? O Chriſt, 
ſearch whether ic be thus with your ſouls, in theſe 
Or 30, mean a: 
: 1. Youreſteem of Chriſt and ſalvation, I: V 
mult be greater then your eſteem of allithe (Chriſt 
honors, profits, or pleaſures of rhis world, {your cz 
'or elſe you ſlight him : No Jeſs will be of your 
accounted ſincere, nor accepted to your fal- Jrable fi 
vation : Think not this hard, when there is ning 1 
no compariſon in the matters eſteemed. To | you. Bu 
eſteem the greateſt glory on earth before Ja day t 
Chriſt and everlaſting glory, is a greater fol- J alone, \ 


ly, 
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ly, and wrong to Chriſt, then to eſteem'a 
Dog before your Prince, would be folly in 
you, and a wrong to him. . Scripture is plain 
in this. fat. 10. 37. He that Ioveth father 
or mother, wife, children, houſe, laud, or his 
own life more then me, is not worthy of me, and 
cannot be my Diſciple, as Luk. 14.26. 

2. You mult manifeſt this elteem of Chriſt 
:nd ſalvation in your daily endeavours and 
ſeeking after him, and in parting with any 
thing that he ſhall require of you. God is 


BaSpirit,and will not takean hypocritical pro- 


feſſion inſtead of che heart and ſpiritual ſer- 
vice which he commandeth. He will have the 
heart or nothing ;, and the chief room in 
the heart too. Theſe muſt be had. 

If you ſay thac you do not make light of 
Chriſt, or will not- hereafter, ic: me cry you 
n theſe few particulars, whether indeed you 
mean as you ſay, and do not di{lemble. 

I: Will you for the time ro come make 
Chriſt and falvation the chiefc!t matter of 
your care and ſtudy ? Thruf: them not out 
of your thoughts, as a needleſs or unprofi- 
table ſubject; nor allow it only ſome run- 
ning ſlight thoughts, which will nor affect 
you. But will you make it your buſineſs once 
a day to bethink you ſoberly when you are 
alone, Whac Chriſt hach done for you ; wn 
what 
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what he will do if you do not make light of 
it ; and what it is to be everlaſtingly happy 
or miſerable ? and what all things in this 
world are in compariſon of your ſalvation? 
and how they will ſhortly leave you ? and ff that « 
what mind you will be then of, and how ff ger a 
you will eſteem them ? will you promiſe me ſ anq p: 
now and then ro make ir your buſineſs to the <1 
withdraw your ſelves from the world, and ſe Þ @yls t 
your ſelves to ſuch Conſiderations as thele? that tl 
If you will not, are not you lighters off g his 
Chriſt, and ſalvation, that will nor be per. your { 
ſwaded ſoberly to think on them ? This is my þye al 
firſt Queſtion to put you to the Tryal, whe-NU (me 
ther you will value Chrilt, or not. doubt: 

2. Will you for the time to come, ſet more you at 
by che Word of God, which contains the dil exhoxe 
covery of theſe excellent things, and 1s your afrer t 
Charter for ſalvation, and your guide there g1jjcir 
unto? You cannot ſet by Chriit, but you mull not fc 
ſet by his Word : Therefore the Detpiſers oifſ from 0 
it are threatned, with deſtruction, Prov. 13 ;, þ; F 
13. Will you therefore attend to the publike Judgen 
preaching of chis Word? will you read 't daily! of Go, 
will you reſolve to obey it whatever it may] do this 
coſt you ? If you will not do this, but make thoſe | 
tight ofthe Word of God, vou ſhall be judged means. 
as ſuch as make light of + hriſt and ſalvation Chyyc+ 
whatever you may fondly promiſe to you ſhajy g, 
ſelves. 3. Wil 
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3. Will yon for the time to come eſteem 
more of the Officers of Chriſt, whom he hath 
purpoſely appointed to guide you to falva- 
tion? and will you make uſe of them for 
that end? Alas, it 1s not to give the Mint- 
ſter a good word, and ſpeak well of him, 
and pay him his Tithes duly, that will ferve 
the turn : It is for the neceſlity 0: your 
fouls that God bath ſet them in his Church ;- 
that they may be as Phyfitians under Chriſt, 
or his Apothecaries to apply tis remedies to 
your ſpiritual diſeaſes, not only in publike, 
but alſo in private - That you may have 
ſome to go to for the reſolving of your 
doubts, and for your inſtruction where 
you are ignorant, and for the help of their 
exhortations and prayers. Will you uſe here- 
after to £o to your Miniſters privacely, and 
ſollicite them for advice ? and 1: you have 
not ſuch of your own as are f:, ge: advice 
from others ; and ask then: z/h.:r yo! ſhall do 
zo be ſaved ? bow to prepare for acath and 
7udgement ? and will you ob:y the Word 
of God in their mouths ? It you will not 
do this much, nor ſo much as enquire of 
thoſe that ſhould teach you, nor u'c the 
means which Chriſt hath eſtabliſ::ed in his 
Church for your help, your own cor:ſciences 
ſhall one day witnels, that you were ſuch 


—_— 
as made light of Chriſt and falvation. If 


any of you doubt whether it be your duty ave b 


not lie 

thus to ask counſel of your Teachers, as h 
: , mM ouc 0a 

ſick men do of their Phyſicians, ler your ny nec 


own neceſſities reſolve you : . let Gods ex- 
preſs word reſolve you ; fee what is faid of 
che Prieſts of the Lord, even before Chriſt 
coming, when much of their work did lien 
Ceremonials! al. 2. 5,6. My Covenant 
was with kim of life and peace : and 1. gave 
them to bim (to Levi ) for the fear where 
with he feared me, and was aſraid before my 
name. The Law of truth was in his month, 
andinuquity was not found in his lips ; he walk- 
ed with me in Peace and Equity, aud did tars 
many away from iniquity. For the Prieft s lips 
ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek th: 
Law at his month : for he is 'the Meſſenger of 
the Lord of hoſts. 

Nay, you muſt not only enquire, and ſub- 
mit to their advice, bur aifo to their juſt re- 
prehenſions, and Church cenfures: And with- 
out proud reyining ſubmit co the Diſcipline 
of Chriſt in their hands, if ir ſhall be uſed in 
the congregations whereof you are members. 

4. Will you for thetime rocome , make 
conſcience of daily and earneſt praver t0 
God, that you may bave a part in Chriſt and 
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have breathed out theſe deſires to God; da 
not lie down to reſt till you have breached 
out theſe deſires ; fay not, God knoweth 
my neceſſity without ſo often praying ; for 
though he do, yet he will have you ro know 
them and feel them, and exerciſe your. de- 
fires and all the graces of his Spirit in cheſe 
duties : It is he that hath commanded. ta 
pray continually, though he know your 
needs without, 1 The/. 5. 17. Chriſt himſelf 
ſpent whole nights in prayer, and encou- 
ragech us to this courſe, Luke 18. 1. If you 
will not be perſwaded to this much, how can 
* Byou ſay that you make not light of Chriſt 
and ſalvation ? oy | 

5. Will you for the time to come reſo[- 
* Fedly caſt away your known ſins at the coms. 
mand of Chriſt 2 If you have been proud or 
contentious, or Malicious and revengeful, 
"beſo no more. If you have been adulcerers, 
' For ſwearers, or curſers, be (ono more. You. 
annot hold theſe, and yet ſer by Chriſt and 
alvation. | | p 
What fay you ? Are you reſolved to let, 
hem go ? If nor, when you know tis the will 
pf Chriſt, and he hach_ cold you ſuch ſhall.» 
not eater, inro his Kingdom, do not you 
ks light of him ? 


Will you for che time to come ky n 
rY 39 


par#of his ſervice 
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God in the deareſt as wellasin the cheapeſt 
: not only with 
tongues, but with your purſes and your 
deeds ? ſhall the poor find that you ſet more 
by Chriſt then this world > ſhall it appear 
in any good ufes that Gods calls you to be 
Itheral in, according to your abilities ? Pure 
Religion and undefiled before God is this, 
To viſit the fatherleſs and the widows in 
their afliction, 7am.1. u{t. Will you reſolve 
to ſtick to Chriſt, and make ſure this work of 
falvation, though it coſt you all that you Þ 
have in the world ? 1f you think theſe terms 
too dear, you makelight of Chriſt, and wil 


be judged accordingly. 


7. Will you for the time to come make i 
much of all things that tend to your falva 
tion; and take every help that God offer- 
eth you, and gladly make uſe of all his Or-B 
dinances? Attend upon his ſtrengthening Sa- 
craments, ſpend the Lords own day in thelc 
holy imployments. Inſtra& your children 
and ſervants in theſe things, Det. 6. 6, 7. 
Set into good company thart ſet their face 
« beaven-ward, and will teach you the way, 
and help you thither : and rake heed of tht 
company of wicked ſcorners, or fooliſh, v0- 
luptuous, fleſhly men, or any that wouli 
hinder you in this work. Will you do hel 


your 


things 
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things 2 Or will you ſhew that you afe 
{lighcesof Ch riſt by negleRing them ? 

8. Will you do all this with delight, not 
as your toyl, but as your pleaſure ? and take 
it for your higheſt honour that you may be 
Chriſts Diſciples and may be admitted to 
ſerve and worſhip him; and rejoyce with 
holy confidence in the ſufficiency of that 
facrifice by which you may have pardon of 
all your failings, and right to the inheritance 
of the Saints in light 2 If you will do theſe 
things ſincerely, you will ſhew that you ſer 
by Chriſt and ſalvation, elſe not. 

Dearly Beloved in the Lord, I have now 
done that work which I came upon ;, what 
effe& ic hath, or will have upon your hearts, 
I know not,nor is it any further in my power 
to accompliſh thar which my ſoul defireth 
for you. Wereit the Lords will that [ might 
have my wiſh herein, the words that you 
have this day heard ſhould fo ſtick by you, 
that the ſecure ſhould be awakened by them, 
and none of you ſhould periſh by the 
ſlighting of your ſalvation. I cannet now, 
follow you to your ſeveral habitations, to 
apply this Word to your particular neceſſi- 
ties : bur oh that I could make every mans 
conſcience a Preacher to himſelf, that ix might, 
do it,* which is ever with, you: thar the nexe. 
R 2 rune 
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' time you goprayerleſs to bed, or about your 
buſineſs,conſcience might cry out, Doft thox 
ſet no more by Chriſt and thy ſalvation ? that 
the next time you are tempted to. think 
hardly of an holy and diligent life, (I will 
not ſay to deride it as wore ado then needs ) 
Conſcienc* might cry out to thee, Doſt rhux 
fet fo light by Chriſt aud thy ſalvation ? that 
the next time you are ready to ruſh upon 


known fn, and to pleaſe your fleſhly defires * 


againſt the command of 'God , Conſcience 
might cry out, 1s Chriſt and ſalvation no more 
worth, thento caſt them away, or venture them 
for thy Inſts ? that when you are following 
the world with your moſt eager deſires, for- 
Setting the world to come and the change 
that isalitcle before you, Conſcience might 
cry out to you, 1s Chriſt and ſalvation 6 
more worth then ſo ? That when you are next 
ſpending the Lords day in idleneſs or vain 
ſports, Conſcience migke tell you what you 
are doing. In a word, that in all your neg- 
les of duty, your ſticking at the ſuppoſed 
labour or coſt of a godly life ; yea in all your 
cold and lazy prayers and performances, 
Conſcience might rell you how unſucable 
ſuch endeavours are to the reward ; and that 
Chritt and ſalvation ſhould not be ſo ſlighted. 
I'will ſay ro more but this at this time, It is 

2 
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a thouſand pitties that when God hath pro- 
| vided a Saviour for the world, and when 
Chriſt hath ſuffered ſo.much for their ſins, 
and made fo full a ſatisfaRion to Juſtice, and 
| purchaſed ſo glorious a Kingdom for his 
| Saints,and all this is offered fo freely to fin- 
| ners, to loſt unworthy ſinners, even for no- 
thing,that yet ſo many millions ſhould ever- 
laſtingly periſh becauſe they wake light of 
their Savionr and ſalvation, aud prefer the 
| vain world axd their laſts before them. 1 have 
| delivered my Meſſage ; the Lord open your 
| hearts to receiveit , I have perſwaded you 
| with the word of truth and ſoberneſs ; the 
| Lord perſwade you more effeRually, or elſe 
| all this is loſt. 


